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~Innovative

products at expo

in the education sector are essential to
ut Malaysia on the map as a technolog-
ically advanced nation.

The recently held Public Institutes of
Higher Learning Research and Development
Exhibition (IPTA R&D Expo) at the Putra
World Trade Centre proved that the spirit of
RSB g gagavel in local ertary

Themed Prosperi through global T€search .
@nd innovation, the Plennial exhibir®" Was
jointly organised this year by Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) and the-High_eaing
Db A Py With (e Sieh Bhe
OppOrtUNity to ayhibit inn@vative and viable
research products.

Speaking at'the.award presentation cere-
mony, Higher Education Minister Datuk Dr
Shafie Mohd Salleh stressed that such co-
operation is vital to support the efforts ©
researchers in producing innovations.

“Local universities should be centres fOf
discovering and spreading knowledge and
new technology so as to support the country's
aspiration in becoming a forerunner of tech-
nology in the future,” he said.

This year’s IPTA R&D Expo was the biggest
since its ince;;tion in 2001, with 17 public
institutions of higher educatjon and one pri-
vate university tﬁqng part. The t%re_e—. a}?
eXpo saw 406 research products being dis-

played.

Among the products which won prizes was
the Oxygen Enrichment System (Oxes) devel-
oped by UTM's membrane research unit head
Prof Dr Ahmad Fauzi [smail and his team.
Using a polysulfone hollow fibre membrane,
this system increases the concentration of
dissolved oxygen in the wastewater aeration.
Pnrgﬁ%a Sby about 1.6 times more than curren

RjSEARCH and development efforts with-
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With more oxygen available, the bacteria

that break down waste products in waste-
water (or sewage) can work more efficiently,
ttﬁs cutting down on the cost and time need”
€0 19; the process. ' :

This innovation WoR the Best of the best
awar(f as weﬁ as the Special award for poten-
tial to commercialise. k

Overall, co-organisers UTv Won the most
number of gold medals at the ei(l?:'tc‘:’plt;lrizzi
ouﬁ?ef }%50291?&[11 étrst?P rtﬁaele'&la s was won by
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), with
80% of its exhibits winning a gold, silver or
bronze medal. .

All 11 of Kolej Universiti Kejuruteraan &
Teknologi Mallaysia (KUKTEM) exhibits won

well.
m%‘ligl!lstya—sthree exhibits Won a gold medal
while 77 won s;j,or medals and 113 exhibits
won bronze me(!la?s.

Interesting research included
Universiti Putra Malay _; 's Combat: -
Armour, which j parﬁsall?yf ll:l?gg from
coconut shells, (joiversiti Malaysia Sabah
(UMS)'s Stereo Vision-based Electronic Travel
Aid (SVETA) for the blind and Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM)'s BioType: A Typing

iometrics Authentication System, which pro”
Pé‘:ts passwords ang:l PEIS0ily it:lellt;,ﬁca(tj‘})})l
NUMpers by analVSING AN iN giyidy,a] S Pattern
and ca enc% of typing.

There were also university-industry

forums, presented by speakers from variou’

‘ministries, government agencies and indus'™Y

players, which addressed the issues and
negdh ARD A cypmetgligton  on
Datuk Prof Dr Mohd Zulkifli Mohd p474ji
said that emphasis was given this year to
quality products. New discoveries, industry
co-operation, internationalisation and com-
ﬂ%e‘{ﬁijé gotenu'al were also given importanc®

A business matching session was also held
to introduce new products and pave the way
for commercialisation.
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