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ll PEKAN: Contractors involved

in government projects have
been mi;l;ucwd not to have
ground-breaking ceremonies
unless they are sure that work
on the projects can start jm-

The com:ractors and project

also need to make

suragairmrkproceedscon-

|| tinuously until the project is
completed

(| The directive came from
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak who was
concerned over public percep-
tion if a project does not take
off after the ground-breaking

cere 3
“If we have a (ground-
breaking) ceremony and the
project doesnot start, the pub-
lic will view this seriously,” he
said after the launching of the
first phase of Uni;ersiw
Malaysia Pahang (UMP) cam-
pus at Kuala Pahang near
here yesterday.

Also present were Pahang
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Ad-
nan Yaakob, Higher Education
Minister Datuk Mustapa Mo-
hamed and UMP vice-chan-
cellor Datuk Dr Mohamed
Said Mat Lela.

Groundwork for the campus

in June 2003 but it was
only completed recently.

Work on the first phase of
the campus, which costs
RM161 million, is expected to
be completed within two
years. It will be able to accom-
modate 4,000 students.

The second phase of the

Najib: Scrap

project is expected to start by
2010 and, when completed,
would enable the university to
accommodate 20,000 stu-

. dents,

i Kejurieraan & Thtniog
siti Kejuruteraan & Tel i
Malaysia (Kuktem) until Febru-
ary this , currently has
4,00t)studﬁ atits temporary
campus in Gambang, Kuantan.

Najib said the government
had made it a priority to in-
creasefsﬁlugdh?tlimake in insti-
tutes of higher learning to give
equal opportunities for all
Malaysians to further their
studies.

“We hope to increase the
number of {ertiary students
from 32 per cent to 40 per cent
by 2010.” l

On unemployment, espe-
cially among graduates, Najib
said several steps had been
taken, including efforts to
speed-up enrolment to fill up
vacanciesin the civil service.
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He also said the continuous
efforts to expand the economy
through investments could see
an inerease in job opportuni-
ties in the information and
communication technology

Special  fraining  pro-

ﬁiames for undergraduates,
ike those organised with the
help of information technolo-

gy companies such as Infosys
and Microsoft, would be in-
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creased. Undergraduates who

&
-

‘had undergone such pro-

grammes found it easier to se-
cure jobs and were paid 30 per
centmore than their peers.
Latert;fat the opening cere-
mony of a unity and -
edge sha.rmﬁ ing programme, or-
ganised by the Armed Forces
Religious Corps at Felcra Seri
Makmur near here, Najib at-
tributed disunity and lack of
knowledge as the main rea-

them unless
projects kick off promptly

Deputy Prime Minister
o8 Datuk Seri Najib Razak
(second from right)
looking at the model of
the University Malaysia
Pahang campus. With
him are (from left)
vice-chancellor Datuk

. Dr Mohamed Said Mat
- Lela, Datuk Mustapa

. Mohamed, Datin Seri
Rosmah Mansor and

" Datuk Seri Adnan

= = Yaakob.

sons why Muslims could not
progress and compete with
others.

“There are about 1.4 billion
Muslims all over the world but
they cannot even match the
power and influence of small-
er communities like the Jews.”

“To overcome the problem,
Najib - said thMuSﬁms ma‘:ldit
strengthen their unity
mgld always pursue knowl-



