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throughs, on the other hand, is
an indicator of their research
sirength,” he explained.

Dr Shafie said universities,
however, ‘could continue to

Kowever, this does not mean
ozher universities will cease to
oifer medical programmes. The
medical programmes at various
uaiversities will differ as they
will each focus on different
areas,” he said.

-Based on this exercise, UPM
will revert to specialising in
agriculture, to propel Malaysia
as a centre for processing, pack-
aging and marketing of agricul-
ture products for global mar-
kets,
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Each to focus on specific areas
BY S. INDRAMALAR ’ T
. PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES: AREAS OF SPECIALISATION'
PUTRAJAYA: All public untver- -
sities will now have.to spe- UM » Medidne
cialise in specific areas of « Dentistry
rascarch  and  postgraduate « Economics and Administralion
work to reduce duplication and » law
to use financial resources more + Biological and Physical Sciences
efficiently. | * Language and Linguistic
Universiti Malaya (UM), for * Engineering
example, will focus on medi-
cine, dentistry and law; and UKM « Biotechrology
Universiti Putra Malaysia L Engmeenng
(UPM) on agriculture and bio- ial Scien
techncﬂogy. u lied Health
Higher Education Minister ) .
Datuk.Dr Shafie Mohd Salleh « Medicine (Post Graduate)
;alg yesterda ! that the Cabine:_ Actuarial >dence ‘
ad approved different areas o .
soecialisation for thet various usm _z’:m:g‘ da"‘i TnxmmlSuence
Universities (see chart). kit Environmenta
With each university focus- - Molecular Biology and Medicine
ing on specific areas, there will B ﬁ“;‘;fg{:f:"‘f M“C?B nformatics
be minin:ial overlap of h:ixman A IorRy e P
resource development and bet- ' » Agricul nd Forest
ter allocation of research bud- uPM PN Fﬁhe‘,‘,;” rla v
gets. *Veterinary Science -
Universities can also develop "« Biotechnology and Foed Technology )
centres of excellence within .
their areas of specialisation. UTM * Engineering. Aschitecture and Urban Planning
“At the moment, we are * Information Technology and Communication
stretching ourselves too thin.
Now, each university sends its Uum * Big-Engineering and Bio-Science
own academlcs for postgradu- . * Real Estate M>Nazamant and G eainformation
e rndien 20 iling v eviovas. e Jucite
i There is duphcatlon because
UM, USM (Universiti Sains UIAM * Accounts
Malaysia) and UKM (Universiti » Information Technology
" Kebangsaan Malaysia) may all * Management
be their medical pro-*
fessﬁﬁbngihe same tramlng. UNIMAS  « The integration of Islamic values and
“By creating niche universi- ' perspeciives in the curriculum (across the board)
ties, our human resource devel-
. opment will be more focused,” UMS :mf%"mlm“ Technology
he told reporters before chair- : Medical Biotechnology
iag his ministry's post-Cabinet  Cognitive klm;ilence
rieeting here yesterday. Environmental
Dr Shafie said the niche areas upst « Education
;'._f ga;h ut?iversity wertg identi-
i=d by the ministry after con- B :
sultation with the 17 universi- i .ﬁgﬂ?ﬂ%igmu,e
ties based on their strengths in
t=rms of their teaching staff and B Busmess Management
rasearch, student performance, + Hotel and Tourism
fecilities and curriculum. » Information Technology
“The universities’ strength in « Media and Communication
teaching, for instance, is mea- « Performing Arts
! sured by its ability to attract
siudents as well as the quality KUIM « Islamic Studies {across all disciplines)
of graduates.. whether their o -ComparauveLaw
graduates are marketable or )
not. The number of break- KUSTEM 'Maﬂﬂc giotechnology

» Mangrova Research and Repabilitation
+ Turtle Research and Rehabilitation

* Management and Biodiversity Renabilitation
Aquar:ulturt

offer courses that did not come RN E"gmee“"g Edzﬁmﬂ I. )

under their areas of specialisa- sl et gineenng andTechnd ogy .

“"’"‘.'For example, one of UM's KUTKM -Engmeenngand ManufactunngTechnology M / {
niche areas is medicine.

_-' Chemical Engmg&flng and Industrial

B mmchuhggmeenng and Manufactunng

. Electncal and Electronic Engineering

Nine “centres of excellence™

On another matter, Dr Shafie

will be set up within the uni-
versity such as the Food And
Agriculture Policy Research
Institute, Centre for Entrepre-
neur Development and the
Agriculture Development Insti-
tute.
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said the National Higher Edu-
cation Fund Corporation had
identified 82 loan defaulters.
Their names have been pu-
I blished in a local daily. Of the
total, two had been issued court
summonses on Tuesday.
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